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THE UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND
Kingston, Rhode I sland
FACULTY SENATE
BILL
Adopted by the Faculty Senate
TO:
FROM:
1.

President Edward D. Eddy
Chairperson of the Faculty Senate
The attached BILL, titled University College and General Education
Committee Report #1988-89-3:

Recommendations for Consistent

Language on Proficiency Testing, is forwarded for your considerat ion.
2.

The original and two copies for your use are included.

3.

This BILL was adopted by vote of the Faculty Senate on September 21, 1989.
(date)
After considering this bill, will you please indicate your approva l
or disapproval.
Return the o riginal or forward it to the Board of
Governors, completing the appropriate endor sement below.

4.

5.

In accordance with Section 10, paragraph 4 of the Senate's By- Laws,
this bill will become effective October 12, 1989
, three weeks after
Senate approval, unless:
(1) specific dates for implementation are
written into the bill; (2) you return it disapproved; (3) you forward it
to the Board of Governors for their approval; or (4) the Un i versity
Faculty petitions for a referendum.
If the bill is forwarded to the
Board of Governors, it will not become effective until approved by the

Board.
Septmeber 22, 1989
(date)

~~L _ ___.
~~
c. B. Peters
Chairperson of the Faculty Senate

ENDORSEMENT
TO:
FROM:

Chairperson of the Facu l ty Senate
President of the University

Returned.
a.

Approved

b.

Approved subject to final approval by Board of Governors

c.

Disapproved

/o/c./ft

(dat~)l
Form revised 4/86

President /

THE UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND
Kingston, Rhode Island
FACULTY SENATE

On September 21, 1989, the Faculty Senate approved the following
recommendations of the UCGE Committee for consistent language on
proficiency testing recommended in the University College and General
Education Committee Report #1988-89-3:
Recommendations:
The UCGE Committee recommends that the Faculty Senate approve the
following changes in the UNIVERSITY MANUAL with regard to proficiency Testing:
1.

That all current references to proficiency or
competency examinations be deleted from 8.20.12,
8.20.13, and 8.20.18, and the following statement
added:
For information on having this requirement waived
by proficiency, see. 8.20.19.

2.

The addition of the following section 8.20.19 [new
paragraph; existing 8.20.19 - 8.20.22 to be renumbered
as 8.20.20- 8.20.23].
8.20.19 Eligible students may have the requirement
waived in writing (Cw), mathematics (M), andjor foreign
languages or culture (F) by successfully passing a
proficiency test before the beginning of their second
semester of full-time registration. Students who
transfer from B.S. to B.A. programs may request
proficiency testing in foreign language before the
beginning of their second semester in the B.A. program.
(Students for whom a requirement is waived must still
complete the specified number of credits for their
degree program.) The English, Mathematics, and
Languages departments shall determine criteria for
eligibility no later than February of each year so that
new students may be notified of these criteria as part
of their Orientation.
In February the departments also
shall report on these criteria and the results of the
current year's proficiency testing to the UCGE
Committee.

3.

The following substitute phrase for 8.20.18:
... 2) demonstration of competence through the
intermediate level by proficiency examination (see
8.20.19) or by successfully completing the 104
level in a living language or the 302 level in a
classical language; 3) ...

'/"

Background and Rationale:
The University College and General Education Committee was asked
by the Executive Committee of the Faculty Senate to review
sections 8.20.12, 8.20.13 and 8.20.18 of the UNIVERSITY MANUAL
and to propose consistent language on competency testing.
As part of its review, the Un i versity College and General
Educat i on Committee determined that the following matters needed
to be resolved:
1.

Term for the test. We recommend the consistent use of
proficiency as the term for tests which waive requirements or grant credit and placement as the term for
tests which determine the appropriate level of instruction for a given student. Proficiency should replace
the more ambiguous competency.

2.

How and when eligibility to take proficiency tests are
determined. We recommend consistent wording and
practice for the three departments.
Currently, the
MANUAL states that criteria are to be determined by the
department and reported to the UCGE committee for
writing (8.20.12) and math (8.20.13).
It is silent on
the issue for languages (8.20.18).

3.

What the student gains from successfully completing a
proficiency exam. All three are consistent in waiving
a requirement and in not granting credit. We recommend
consistency in wording and elimination of the advice to
students of what to do with the freedom gained from the
waiver [8.20.18], since students don't read the MANUAL
or of the prohibition from taking specified courses
[8.20.12], since we cannot enforce such a rule.

4.

Length of time during which a student is eligible to
take a proficiency exam. Writing and math are
consistent in requiring that proficiency exams be taken
before the end of the second semester of full-time
registration.
Languages is silent on this issue. We
recommend a consistent statement and the limit of
before the beginning of the second semester. We
believe that any eligible student will know by
Orientation that he/she has this option; two full
semesters are not necessary to exercise it.

5.

Reporting.
The math and.writing sections require
reporting of the criteria for eligibility to the UCGE
committee; languages is silent on the issue. We
recommend a report from each department.

